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SHARE THE DIGNITY — “IT’S IN THE BAG” APPEAL 

Statement by Member for Joondalup 

MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [12.51 pm]: I believe, particularly at this time of year, it is important that we 
are mindful of sharing our values of fairness, equality and opportunity. In light of this, I encourage members to 
“Share the Dignity” this Christmas. Women’s charity Share the Dignity holds an annual “It’s in the Bag” appeal 
that provides donated handbags filled with sanitary products to women and girls who are experiencing homelessness, 
domestic violence and financial hardship. A total of 30 000 requests have been made across WA for dignity bags 
this appeal. This number has particular meaning to me as, incidentally, there are approximately 30 000 people living 
in the electorate of Joondalup. Meaningful advances are being made by the McGowan government to advance gender 
equality in WA; however, I trust highlighting these numbers puts the current impacts of gender-based violence, 
homelessness and inequality into perspective. Locally, the Spiers Centre chief executive officer, Gaelle Gouillou, 
shared a story with me about how a young dad came to the centre seeking support for his two young daughters 
who had experienced significant trauma and abuse whilst in the care of their primary carer. The centre was able to 
provide the father, who was new to the personal hygiene needs of women, with dignity bags for his daughters, 
along with holistic support for his family. I have also heard from volunteer Share the Dignity WA coordinator and 
local Connolly resident, Jan Lewsey, that in the Shire of Halls Creek a group of Aboriginal women walk off country 
in the hope of receiving a dignity bag when they know that the Share the Dignity lady is coming. This Christmas, 
give hope—choose a used or new handbag. Visit your local shopping centre and fill it with items such as tampons, 
pads, shampoo, nappies, baby wipes, deodorant, toothbrushes and toothpaste. Then, you are most welcome to leave 
your dignity bag at my office on Wise Street, Joondalup, to “Share the Dignity”. 
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